Accelerated Reader Program

The Accelerated Reader program (AR) has been a valuable addition to our school. In 1999 St. Mary's School was a recipient of funds from J.A. Albertson to be used to purchase books and tests. From that beginning we noticed increased library activity, higher scores on standardized tests in reading and language, and, just as important, shared enthusiasm and love of reading! 

New to St. Mary's School in 2007, students are able to access any test available from Renaissance Learning. At present, that means over 100,000 titles are part of the program. Students often have books at home or enjoy visiting public libraries to obtain books not included in our school. Parents can go to the website to see what titles, points available on each title, and reading level. This is a valuable tool for parents helping children pick books, neither too easy nor too hard.

As mentioned above, AR has been successful in our school. It is designed to increase children’s reading and comprehension skills in a computer-based format that is motivational and easy to manage. One major difference from the original design of AR is that we, at St. Mary’s, do not adhere to prizes and parties to celebrate reading. Individual goals are set for each student, and they are held accountable to meet those goals.

The process is simple:

1. Select a book. Students pick books that range in reading levels from first grade on. Each book has an assigned reading point value, ranging from 0.5-20 points or more. Students read books within a individual reading ranges based on results from a STAR test given 3 times a year to re-evaluate student levels.

2. Read the book. Teachers at St. Mary's School provide independent reading time in the classroom each day. However, forty minutes of home reading is also encouraged for students in grades 3-6. We often find parents reading books their children are recommending! What great discussion starters.

3. Take a quiz. After completing the book, students take the book quiz on the computer. The multiple-choice test consists of 5-, 10-, or 20-questions and verifies that the student has indeed read the book. The student receives instant feedback, revealing how many questions were answered correctly, how many points were received, and answers to questions answered incorrectly.

The enthusiasm continues!

