First Grade Curriculum

St. Mary’s School

The basic first grade curriculum follows the approved Idaho Department of Education guidelines for this grade level.  We supplement the basic curriculum with many different enrichment and faith activities during the year to provide an environment that promotes excellence in learning.

The focus of grade 1 is to:

· Foster a love of learning

· Develop and learn all basic skills in math and language arts

· Develop a sense of pride in doing work to the best of our abilities.

· Learn to work effectively, independently and cooperatively in groups and individually

· Nurture a sense of community

· Nurture and value individual differences

· Use our curiosity to learn about our world and environment in science and social studies

· To deepen our faith, and put our faith into action through how we treat one another, and through service projects in our community and beyond.

Math:

The focus is on understanding and using basic operations, especially addition and subtraction.  We practice math facts to develop speed and accuracy.  We also work on problem solving, estimation, number families, time, measurement, fractions, number patterns and geometry.  The basic math curriculum is enriched with the Accelerated Math program (computer managed, self-paced learning in math).  Children are challenged to master math facts at their own pace, allowing some children to begin work on multiplication facts, for example.  The first grade class has a large collection of math manipulatives for the children to use as needed.

Language Arts: (Reading, Writing, Spelling, Phonics, and Grammar)

The focus in Language Arts is on reading and writing across the curriculum.  We try to integrate as much of the first grade curriculum as possible.  For example, when we are studying animals in science, we will begin reading animal non-fiction books and writing simple animal reports.  During a month long focus on ‘Once Upon a Time’ tales, we independently read and/or listen to at least ten different versions of the Cinderella story, both traditional and modern, and from different cultures.  After comparing these stories, we write and publish our original fairy stories using Power Point.  The first graders publish several books during the year – poetry, Halloween stories, Polar Express Christmas stories, traditional fairy tales, and Penguin reports.

A flexible approach is used to develop children’s reading skills.  We use whole language, key words, and phonetic readers, and try to match the reading material to the needs and strengths of the individual child.  Reading instruction is carried out individually, in pairs (buddy reading), in small groups and with the whole class.  Reading books from the large classroom library are sent home daily in a reading folder.  Children also select reading books from the school library.  Children are read to from quality children’s picture books (e.g. Caldecott Honor books), and are also introduced to various genres and series of books (Junie B. Jones and Horrible Harry – realistic fiction, the Magic Tree house series – historical fiction, Nate the Great, Jigsaw Jones, A-Z mysteries – mysteries.)  We also read several longer chapter books such as The B.F.G. by Roald Dahl and Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White.

Our spelling program is based on our phonics book.  We study short and long vowel patterns, and beginning and ending blends.  The spelling program is supplemented by individual spelling lists based on commonly used words in English. 

Mrs. Wolff, the first grade teacher, is a teacher-consultant, presenter and board member of the Northwest Inland Writing Project (N.I.W.P.), a regional group affiliated with the National Writing Project.  The N.I.W.P. sponsors many activities to promote excellence in writing instruction. 

Social Studies:


Our focus is the fundamental needs of human beings – food, shelter, clothing, family and community – and how these needs are met depending on time on place.  A favorite project is a month long study of America Long Ago.  We learn how Native Americans lived on the plains, in the woodlands and in the desert.  This project involves a lot of artwork, literature and drama.

Science:


The first graders begin with classification – living and non-living, animal and plant, and the characteristics of the vertebrate animals.  We also study forces and motion, magnets, the water cycle and weather.  We focus on making observations and predictions, and recording our predictions, observations, and results of simple experiments with words and pictures. Most of the first graders participate in the local science fair. 

Religion:


Religion is integrated into the daily life of the children.  We take turns being the prayer leader for the class.  We try to put our faith into action by the way we treat one another and by carrying out many different service projects to help those in need.  We love being the prayer leaders at the weekly children’s Mass. 

Computers:


Computers are used as tools to aid learning and communicating.  Accelerated Math, Accelerated Reading, Math facts in a flash, Lexia Phonics, My Reading Coach, and Math Blaster are some of the programs we use to practice skills.  We also use Word and Power Point for publishing, and the Paint program for art.

Other activities:

· Art – Art is integrated into the curriculum.  (e.g. Making cover art for original stories, making murals and models to illustrate Life Long Ago in America, leaf prints to accompany science studies of plants)  The children also receive special art lessons from our Art teacher to explore various art mediums and techniques.

· Music – The children have music lessons twice a week.  They also participate in two whole-school musical productions throughout the year.  Many first graders are also part of St. Mary’s award winning choir.
· P.E. – P.E. lessons are held twice a week.  The emphasis is on developing skills, playing as part of a team, good sportsmanship and fitness for life.  The first graders spend a day hiking at Kamiak Butte as part of the fitness for life program.
· Enrichment days – Several times a year the children participate in special enrichment activities led by members of our community.  Recent enrichment activities have involved engineering and design, art, drama, writing, and sports.
If you require any other information, or have questions, please contact Beverley Wolff at bevw@adelphia.net or grade1@stmarysmoscow.com or call the school at (208) 882-2121

Sincerely,

Beverley Wolff

