                                         Second Grade Curriculum

                                                St. Mary’s School

The basic second grade curriculum follows the approved Idaho Dept. of Education guidelines for this grade level. We supplement with many different enrichment and faith activities during the year to provide an environment that promotes excellence in learning.

The Focus of grade 2 is to:

· Foster a love of learning.

· Develop and learn all basic skills in math and reading.

· Develop of sense of pride in doing work well.

· Learn to work effectively in groups and individually.

· Increase our faith and the knowledge of our faith as we participate in the Sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation.

· Use our curiosity to understand and learn about our world and environment in science and social studies.

· Our religion is integrated into all facets of the curriculum.  We are called to act like Jesus and treat each other the way Jesus would.

Math:

  We learn our addition and subtraction facts, work on estimating, problem solving, fractions, probability, measurement, telling time, money, and geometry. Multiplication and division is also introduced. We enrich our curriculum with the Accelerated Math program allowing students to progress through libraries at their own pace.

Language Arts:  (Reading, Writing, Spelling, Phonics, and English)

     Our curriculum fosters a love of reading as well as basic skills.  We teach phonics and spelling rules as well as sentence structure, grammar and usage.  We learn how to write sentences correctly but also write for content and the ability to express our thoughts in a variety of areas. We also have word study and Latin to enrich language arts.  Mrs. Quesnell shares her love of books by reading special stories as Ramona, Little House on the Prairie, The Chronicles of Narnia, and selected biographies.  The Accelerated Reader program helps students maintain and improve reading levels.

Social Studies: 

      The focus of second grade is community, why we have rules, community service and workers.  We also learn about our country studying George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King, and symbols of our country.

Science:

      We explore our planet in the areas of life science, earth science, and physical science.  We also participate in a Young Astronaut Program with the 3rd grade. We build rockets, visit the planetarium, and work in teams to solve space science problems.  Second grade also studies matter, the earth, sound and motion, rocks, and our environment.

Religion:
     This is a special year in your child’s life.  We participate in two Sacraments, Reconciliation and Eucharist, we learn about the Mass, and how we fit into a larger church.  The class prays for each other and for people in our community and their needs all during the year.

Extra Activities:

· Vandal Pen-pals – as part of the language arts curriculum we write to pen-pals at the University of Idaho weekly during the school year.

· Young Astronauts – We study space with the third grades in a two-year cycle.  We visit the Planetarium.

· Enrichment Days – Several times during the year, we have special people enrich our curriculum with a variety of activities.

· Our music program is well noted in our community and our children excel in band and choir as well as regular classroom music.  Our PE program regularly helps our students compete well in Jr. High and High School.

