Sixth Grade Curriculum - St. Mary's School

FOCUS:  Integrate religion and spirituality as much as possible/prepare 

the students for 7th grade, using 6th grade as a transition year/foster 

a lifelong love of learning, especially in the area of language arts 

which is integrated throughout all subjects

READING

There is a strong emphasis on strategies for comprehension of fiction 

and non-fiction based on anticipating, constructing, and reconstructing 

and extending meaning.  Many different types of literature are studied.  

Students are expected to read a new book approximately every two weeks 

throughout the year.  Reports and projects are completed after reading 

these books.  This subject is heavily integrated with writing and all 

content areas.  Also, vocabulary words are studied in depth.  Enrichment 

and remediation are provided.  Read-aloud time by the teacher is used to 

focus on vocabulary, comprehension, and themes to be applied to real life.

WRITING

The focus is on purposes for writing, stages of writing, many different 

modes for fiction and non-fiction, and editing for content and mechanics 

separately.  Journal writing for fluency is also emphasized.  This class 

is integrated with English, Spelling, and Reading.

ENGLISH

Areas covered are capitalization and punctuation rules, sentence 

structure, and parts of speech.  Many assignments are done for the 

purpose of drill and practice, as well as the application of the 

knowledge in their writing.

SPELLING

Instead of spelling textbooks, the focus initially is on the 800 most 

frequently used written words in our language.  After being pre-tested 

for those words, the ones missed become their spelling words for weekly 

testing.  After mastering all those words, the lists come from missed 

words in writing.  Enrichment is also provided by the use of challenge 

activities for students who can benefit from them.  Topics covered 

include the study of homophones, noting of word features, proofreading, 

and phonics rules.

MATH

Topics covered include graphs, pre-algebra, measurement of both metric 

and customary systems, number theory, fractions, decimals, and 

geometry.  The Accelerated Math program is used for review.  (Those who 

were in an enrichment/challenge group in the previous year will continue 

with that program.)

SOCIAL STUDIES

The major focus is on geography skills in general.  There is also 

geography and general study of Canada and Latin America.  In addition to 

the textbook, a desk atlas and atlas worksheets are utilized.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

Portions of life, earth, and physical science are taught throughout the 

year; these are coordinated with the other intermediate teachers so that 

the most information is covered during those three years.  In addition 

to the science textbook, there are monthly health magazines covering 

various topics that fit in with the Idaho state guidelines.  We also 

share a GK12 STEPS graduate Fellow from the University of Idaho with 4th 

and 5th grades.

RELIGION

The Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament Books) are studied by use of the 

text and also some Bible reading.  Different types of prayer are 

experienced,and holy days and seasons are observed.  The ultimate focus 

is to try to do God's will and to grow closer to Jesus with the help of 

the Holy Spirit.  Also, the students participate in the planning of the 

weekly Masses.  Supplementary materials utilized are the Pflaum Gospel 

weekly magazines and daily reading of the Living Faith for Kids magazine.

EXTRA ACTIVITIES

-Regular participation in Music and P.E. (many students are also in band 

and choir)

-Enrichment days for the whole school with mixed ages several times a year

-Japanese students visiting for a week every spring (email with our 

students prior to the visit) so that we can learn about each other's 

cultures

-Science Camp in McCall (McCall Outdoor Science School - MOSS) through 

the University of Idaho in the fall

-One or two service projects as we see a need to be filled

