5TH GRADE CURRICULUM

Language Arts

The focus is on strategies for improved comprehension in both fiction and non-fiction materials in reading. We will typically read a new chapter book every two to three weeks. All types of literature will be presented, and there will be various related projects assigned as the books are read. Vocabulary development is a large part of the language arts curriculum; we study spelling and make use of those learned words in written assignments. We will focus upon the correct use of language, sentence structure, parts of speech, fluency and proper spelling and work on the importance of correctly using that in written work. Writing assignments will range from reports and critiques to creative short stories and poetry. Oral presentations will also be a regular part of all subjects.

Math

Mastery of operations with fractions and decimals will be a major part of the math program. We will continue to work on measurement, geometry, collection and interpretation of data and presentation of the material in charts and graphs. Cumulative review will be used regularly throughout the year with a particular focus on word problems as that is the way we tend to deal with math in real life.

Social Studies

We study American History from the earliest civilizations and cultures through to the Gulf War. Geography will address landforms, climate and regional specialization of the US and its effect upon the people and animals that inhabit those areas. 

Science and Health

Portions of life, earth and physical science will be taught as have been coordinated through the upper grades so that we maximize the material covered in 4th, 5th and 6th grades. We also share a graduate fellow from the U of I Physics department in the GK12 S.T.E.P.S. program who is an expert in his field. We have been particularly fortunate to have the same scientist for two consecutive years, which brings a real consistency to the program.

Religion

Religion is woven into the fabric of daily life at school as responsibility and respect for others and towards the school. We follow a formal religion curriculum that covers Church teachings and scripture, Liturgy and Sacraments, community, morality and service to others. 

Across the curriculum we make use of real life situations to enhance the experience and provide an apparent use for the material being studied. Enrichment activities are also used in all subjects. A heavy emphasis is placed on greater personal responsibility towards schoolwork with increased independence in homework and projects and strong work, study, and organizational skills.

